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Presidentô Address 

Welcome to the Autumn edition of 

the Australian PNG Association 

newsletter. It only seems like 

yesterday it was Christmas and 

New Year. Since then we have 

seen some tough economic 

conditions within PNG and 

Queensland as the low 

commodity and oil prices have 

impacted on the resource sector 

and flowed onto other support 

businesses. 

In March the event sub-committee 

ran the Associations first evening 

event, a Health Symposium with 

three guest speakers sponsored 

by Abt JTA, ISOS and QMIR 

Berghofer Medical Research 

Institute. At the dinner, the guest 

speakers addressed emerging 

health issues in PNG and 

feedback was very positive.  

The executive have been busy 

updating membership records into 

a new electronic files and moving 

to a ñTrybookingò platform for 

event bookings and membership 

renewals. With annual 

membership fees due, we will aim 

to get official notification out soon. 

I would like to take this 

opportunity to thank our members 

and supporters for their ongoing 

support of the Association and 

look forward to seeing you all at 

the AGM on the 31
st
 May at the 

United Service Club. 

 
Regards, 
Gayle 

 

 

Gayle Carrick - President  
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United Service Club, Brisbane, 8 th March, 2016  

This symposium was the first 

time the Association has 

scheduled a dinner event and 

also ñHealthò as topic.  

Held at the heritage listed United 

Service Club in Spring Hill, 47 

members and guests enjoyed 

drinks and a two course dinner.  

In PNG Health issues are not 

only rural and urban community 

concerns but businesses also 

require a fit and healthy 

workforce.  

The format of the symposium 

included 3 guest speakers and a 

Q&A after the talks.  

We were fortunate to have 2 

very experienced medical PNG 

based presenters, Dr Jethro 

Usurup Abt JTA Program 

Director, and Janelle Dowman, 

ISOS Port Moresby based Flight 

Service Manager. The other 

speaker, Dr Greg Devine is an 

International recognised 

entomologist who is the Group 

Leader, Mosquito Control 

Laboratory, QIMR Berghofer 

Medical Research Institute, 

Brisbane. 

Dr Usurup commenced by 

presenting information on 

emerging health trends, lifestyle 

and wellness. Dr Usurup 

updated the audience about Abt 

JTA and the projects they are 

partnering in PNG to deliver 

improved rural health outcomes 

against the National Health Plan. 

He highlighted the decreasing 

trend in outpatient visitations 

which is mainly due to closure of 

many First Aid and Health 

Centres and inconsistent 

reporting. The top 10 causes for 

outpatient visits include; malaria, 

skin, pneumonia, cough, 

diarrhoea, accidents, ear, eye 

and yaws. The workforce key 

issues include; communicable 

diseases (TB, malaria, HIV) and 

lifestyle diseases (obesity, 

hypertension and diabetes), 

occupational hazards and 

community issues for local 

workers. Cancer rates between 

2009 and 2010 increased with 

Cervical (+100%), Oral (+41%), 

breast (+95%) and liver (+38%), 

many which are directly 

attributable to change to a 

western diet, increased salt, 

sugar and alcohol consumption. 

Abt JTA is working with 

companies like OTML to 

introduce comprehensive annual 

employee screening, revised 

menus at mess to include 

healthier options and encourage 

recreational activities. 

Dr Devine introduced work he 

has co-ordinates around the 

globe and recently in South 

America on mosquito control to 

reduce transmission of disease 

including malaria, dengue and 

highly published Zika virus. The 

Zika virus is transmitted by the 

same mosquito that carries 

dengue, and is present in PNG. 

One of the issues is the 

mosquito that carries the 

dengue and Zika virus lives in 

urban areas, especially where 

litter is discarded on the streets 

and drains, providing ideal 

breeding sites. This is common 

in developing countries where 

sanitation collection services are 

not functional. He presented 

recent work on control strategies 

being adopted in many 

countries, including low cost 

options that can be implemented 

at a village level.  
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APNGA Medical Symposium (Cont) 

Justin Humphrey, Rodo De Boer, Andrew Candelet, Nathan 
Turner, Scott  Trevena  

 Sue Krone, Danielle Lynas, Bernadette Smith, Nicole Alford, 
Marita Smith  

Dr. Gregor Devine, Nick Currey, Justin Humphrey, Janelle 
Dowman, Dr. Jethro Usurup, Robin Cooke  

Dr Andrew Ebringer, Dr Jethro Usurup, Georgina Dove, Janelle 
Dowman  

Janelle Dowman, ISOS presenting on medivac aircraft  

 

Lyndal Shelly, Ross Hutton, May Lamont  


